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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost      August 9, 2026 _____________________________________________________________________________  
PRELUDE                    
 
SHARING 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection and self-
examination. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN NO. 632  O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST 
 
 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
Amen. 

 

WORD 

Children’s Message at Resurrection  
 
 

FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 19:9-18 
  
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night 
there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on 
the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there 
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after 
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the 
fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 

He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for 
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 
my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your 
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 
king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, 
Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13  (sung responsively) 
  
8 I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 
their | hearts to  
      you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
  
12 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
  
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 
“the person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness 
that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there 
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!”  
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other 

side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the 
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they 
got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                             Pastor Eric Little 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY NO. 756      ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED        PAGE 105  
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
OFFERING       TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY…  
          
SPECIAL MUSIC  
                                                                                    
OFFERTORY RESPONSE – HYMN NO. 884 “Praise God, from Whom … ” 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
Each portion of the prayers ends with 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
 
     Hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
Trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
          Our Father who art in Heaven, 

      hallowed be thy name, 

      thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

      as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

      and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever. 
Amen. 



BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN NO. 785             WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER
  
DISMISSAL 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

Pastor Office Drop-In Hours… 
     hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday this week from 9:00-11:00 
am.  If you need to schedule another time than those listed, feel free to get in 
touch with Pastor Eric. 

 
The Blessing of the Backpacks Luncheon… 
     will be held on August 16, 2026 after the Sunday service.  We hope to see you 
all as we honor our students.  The church will provide the meat for the meal. We 
ask that you bring sides and desserts of your choice.  See you on August 16th.   
 
Education Committee Meeting... 
     will be held on Sunday, August 23rd right after the morning worship service in 
the fellowship hall. If you are not able to attend, please let Somer Lynne Haigler 
(803)928-0540 or Pastor Eric know. 

 
Chrismon Repair... 
    Anyone who would like to help repair Chrismon's please contact Rosie Poston or 
Brenda McLellan.   

 

 

 

 

 



FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF THE PARISH: 

Carol Rivers—wife of Delmar Rivers 

Patsy Brooks—friend of Esther Dufford 

Courtney Line—granddaughter of Lois “Bud” Porth 

Eleanor Bassett—friend of Caroline Porth 
Matthew Wannamaker—friend of Gary Porth 

Rhett Tindall—friend of Larry Barwick 

Julie Crider Layton—friend of Gwen Fulmer 

Mack Shirer—brother of Martha Ann Weeks 

Roy Lockett—friend of Gary Porth 
Alison Weeks—Daughter-in-law of Perry and Martha Ann Weeks 

Matthew Lizewski—friend of Gary Porth 

David Mellon—brother of Chris Philpot 

Karen Kennedy—cousin of Mickey Weeks 

Gregg Culler—friend of Mitzi and Mickey Weeks 

Delane Cochran—friend of the Community 
David (Shack) Felkel—friend of Doris Giese 

Donnie Fulmer—husband of Gwen Fulmer 

Rosie Such—friend of the Barwick's 

Jennifer Davies—family of the Barwick's 

David Adden—friend of the Community 
Nan Barwick—mother of Larry Barwick 

Kathryn Lamar—mother of Kathy Rast, grandmother of Ansley and Erin 

John Rich—friend of Larry Barwick 

BJ Harrelson—mother of Deborah Porth 

Pete and Pam Lesesne—family of Larry Barwick 

Sally Sonne—mother of Peter Sonne 
Virginia Moore—friend of David Rast 

Gary Ryder—friend of Larry Barwick 

Butler Spiers—daughter of Will and Amelia Spiers 

Sarah Longshore—daughter of Josh Gates 

Anna Jendral—friends of Heber and Gloria Rast 
Michelle Isgett—daughter-in-law of Reta Westbury 

Linda McCraw—friend of the Poston’s 

Steve Philpot—brother of Danny Philpot 

Rosie Nastasi—friend of Johnn Capizzi 

Robyn Gaffney—friend of John Capizzi                         

MEMBERS: 
 

Chris Philpot 
John Capizzi, III 

 
MILITARY: 

 
Andrew Pekarek 

Carrie Nelson 
 

SC SYNOD STAFF: 
 

Deacon Kimberly Heindl,  
Asst. to the Bishop 

 
Rev. Rick Carter, 

Asst. to the Bishop 
 

Rev. Ginny  
Aebischer, Bishop 

 
Rev. Yehiel Curry,  

Presiding Bishop—ELCA 
 
  

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 9, 2026 

  Today  12:00 pm Council Meeting: RLC 

  Next Sunday 9:00 am Worship: SMLC 
    10:00 am Sunday School: SMLC 
    10:00 am Sunday School: RLC 
    11:00 am Worship (The Blessing of the Backpacks): RLC  
    12:00 pm Blessing of the Backpacks Luncheon: RLC


